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of enclosed and open work areas.

By Rebecca Baird-Remba

When the nonprofit Vera Institute for
lustice decided o keave its longtime offices
in the Wootworth Building, it went looking
for a larger, more open space that would help
display its progressive values.

T formd wisat it was looking for a Industry
City in Sunset Park, Brookiyn, whese if leased
two floors overooking a courtyard in the
"finger buildings,” a scrics of imterconnecied
warchouses that now hold & mmx of ground
Floor petagl, 3 food hall and office space

Vera's new 15.000-square-font space in
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Building 4 1s festoonod with brightly codared
wall bangings and murals designed by local
artists that aire to channed the organization’s
activist goad of reforming the criminal jus-
tice systen. The group was heavily involved
in New York State's newty enacted bail reform
taw, which eliminates pretrial detention and
cash bail for most misdemcanors and nonyi-
olent (elonies — an estimated 9o percent of
arrests, acoording 1o Vera's reseanch

The art in the office depicts activism and
justice, including a wall hanging with sccen
prnted faces of lamous back ol nghis
activists, bright murals of black and Lating
New Yorkers protesting ICE and women

marching. and 2 Blown-ap design of Lady
Justice’s face, hatf-covered in 2 blindiold
that's sithouettad with the colorful figures
of diffcront people

A kol what we did was just creating
the canvas for that art,” said Sarah Schuster,
an associate at STUDKOS Architecture who
hietped Jead the design for the space. "It was
wusual that we were incorporating haure
artlocations within the plan during our prog-
oct design process.”

There's a unilying central staivcase with
black steel railings that helps open up the
two finors. Workspaces are divided between
open spaces with workstations and Herman

Miller adpustable-hemin desks, glassedan
conference rooms, and cafe-style seating
arcas. Bright furniture also belps bring pops
of color to the space, like rod-orange chairs
i the reception ares and soft teal and e
green lounge seats with tall walls for pri-
vacy in a sectioned off space for private work.
Other interesting touches mcude a long, pale
wooden copference table that's been jag

gedly split into two halves, which was cus-
tom designed by a Pennsylvania millworker
who's created preces elsewhere in Industry
City. and arge. black wooden drawer and
shetving units that allow workers to store
paperwork and personal items
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